
December 4, 2002

Garrett van Ryzin
26 TacoIric Road

Millwood, NY 10546
Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and AtIUosphenc Ad1niJlis~tion
U. S. Departmeniof Comilietce:
1305 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Sir or Madam:

Sincerely,

c/:7 !

'Mi:--- /J.-r

Garrett van Ryzin
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November 28, 2002

Mr. Gleaves
Office of the Assistant Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Gleaves:

We strongly oppose the four proposed alternative routes which would cover

approximately 10 to 20 miles of Rockland, going through residential areas and/or

along the Palisades Interstate Parkway or the Thruway to either the sensitive

Plermont Marsh or scenic Hook Mountain or a Stony Point location. These

routes would have permanent significant and adverse effects on the natural and

human environment.

PIERMONT MARSH Is the largest brackish wetland on the Hudson and Includes

about 11000 acres of tidal marsh and subtldal Shallows. Located twenty-three

miles upriver from the Atlantic, where salinity Is roughly half that of ocean water ,

the marsh aupports salt-tolerant plants and a WEAL TH of other estuarine life.

Yours truly,

Frederick P. Lowell, Jr .

~N.l Jt., <I? ~ ) h>

Elsie Lowell

~4a~
207 Galr Street

Plermont, N. Y. 10968
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Bard Archaeolo£!v Hudsonia Tivoli Bays Mana£!ement Area Tivoli Bays Archaeolof!V HRMM Home

HUDSON RIVER

NATIONAL ESTUARINE

RESEARCH RESERVE

Bard College Field Station, Annandale, NY 12504,845-758-7010

The Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve

The Hudson River National Es1lIaIine Research Reserve (HRNERR) is a network offoW" coastal
wetlands located along 100 miles of the Hudson Estumy .

The primary goal of the Reserve is the protection and prudent management of the Reserve's biologically
diverse estuarine commmlities. The sites are managed as long-tenn natural field laboratories for research
and education.

Within the Reserve's 4800 acres lie amazing worlds of tidal marshes, swamps, subtidal shallows, and
intertidal flats that provide food and shelter for aquatic invertebrates, fish, reptiles, and mammals.
Ospreys, bald eagles, herons, and rails are among the 150 species ofbirds that frequent the Reserve.
Deer, foxes, snakes, tln'keys, and a host of other animals inhabit the upland forests.

The Reserve program is administered by the New York State Department ofEnvironmentaJ
Conse1Vation in cooperation with the NYS Office ofParks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; the
NYS Department of State; the NYS Office of General Services; the PaliSades Interstate Park
Commission; and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

The four Reserve components are also charter sites in New York's Hudson River Estuarine Sanctuary .

HUDSON
RIVER
ESTUARYTHE SITES

The four sites included in the HRNERR are examples of the diverse
wetland commWlities found along the tidal Hudson. For the 152
miles below the Federal Dam at Troy the Hudson is an estumy , a
tidal river that ebbs and floods with the daily tides. The broad
salinity gradient created by the meeting and mixing of the Atlantic's
saltwater with the rivers freshwater determines whether a Hudson
River wetland supports brackish, slightly brackish, or tidal
freshwater plant and animal commWlities.

STOCKPORT FLATS, the northern-most site in the HRNERR,

http:/ linside. bard. edu/archaeology Itivolibayslhrnerr html Page 1 ofJ



National Estuarine Research Reserve 11/28/02 6:05 PM

includes five miles of shoreline and about 1500 acres north of the
city ofHudson, with a mosaic of tidal freshwater marshes, intertidal
flats, subtidal shallows, and dredge spoil islands.

TIVOU BA YS' 1700 acres include Tivoli North Bay, an extensive
marsh cut by meandering tidal creeks and ftinged by tidal swamps;
Tivoli South Bay, a large, shallow cove with mudflats exposed at
low tide; several islands; and two tributary streams.

IONA ISLAND's slightly brackish marshes, subtidal shallows,
intertidal flats and its upland deciduous forest lie in the heart of the
Hudson Highlands, about forty-five miles from the Atlantic. The 560
acre site serves as an wintering ground for bald eagles.

pmRMONT MARSH is the largest brackish wetland on the
Hudson and includes about 1,000 acres of tidal marsh and subtidal
Shallows. Located twenty-three miles upriver from the Atlantic,
where salinity is roughly half that of ocean water, the marsh supporffi
salt-tolerant plants and a wealth of other estuarine life.

RESEARCH

Research activities at the Reserve enhance resoW"ce protection by building a comprehensive body of
scientific infonnation about each site. Baseline data are used to monitor changes in the estuarine
environment and to provide better management of these and other Hudson River tidal wetlands. Recent
research conducted at tidal wetlands. Recent research conducted at the Reserve has provided
infonnation on:

.Freshwater and brackish tidal wetland ecology

.Estuarine food webs

.Tributmy streams and non-point source pollution

.Wetland hydrology and water budgets

.Historical pollutant distributions

.Exotic species

Visiting scientists are invited to use field sites and laboratory facilities at the Tivoli Bays for studies of
natural communities and ecosystem processes. 'Resources available through the Reserve headquarters
include wet and dry laboratories, specimen collections, overnight accommodations, and access to

EDUCATION

The Reserve's educational programs striveto increase the public's awareness-and understanding of the
vital ecological and economic roles of estuaries and their tidal wetland communities. Programs are closely
integrated with research conducted at ReselVe sites, and seek to communicate recent scientific findings to
decision-makers and the general public. The Reserve's educational offerings include:

http:/ /inside. bard. edu/ archaeology /tivolibays/hrnerr .html Page 2 ofJ



Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve

On-site

11/28/02 6:0S PM

.Intelpretive programs and canoe trips into tidal wetland communities

.Educational programs in estuarine ecology

.Teacher field tmining institutes

.Technical worl<shops for professionals

Otf-site

.Audio-visual presentations

.h1fOntlational and educational publications

.T eclmicaI bulletins

.Educational resource materials and related curricula

HRNERR Home Paf!e

The Hudson River Estua~ Management Action Plan

Bard Archaeology Hudsonia Tivoli Bays Management Area Tivoli Bays Archaeology HRMM Home

Page Updated November 2000

Page 3 of3http:llinside. bard. edu/archaeology Itivolibays/hmerr .html
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November 26, 2002

Mr. Karl Gleaves
Office of the Asst. General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
United States Department Of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910

Dear Mr .Gleaves:

As Rockland County residents, we are angry that we had virtually no notice that the November 13
meeting on the Millennium Pipeline that was held in Westchester would cover possible changes in
the proposed Hudson River crossings-particularly since these proposals would directly affect so
much ofRockland County. In a democratic country, government should be responsive to the
needs of the people and should make it possible for the people to have input into proposed actions
that would impact their lives.

We in Rockland County have these complaints: I. We were not notified in the public media that
this meeting would cover proposals affecting us directly. 2. This meeting or another one should
have been held in Rockland County to make it accessible to residents. 3. When we did hear about
the proposals in a roundabout manner, we did not have adequate time to study the proposals so
we could respond intelligently. In addition, not only was the time for public comment very short,
it included the four-day Thanksgiving holiday when people were busy with family. This is no way
to run democratic government.

We urge you to hold another meeting on these proposals in Rockland County and provide another
public comment period of at least 30 days.

Thank you for your consideration

Very truly yours,

1{ ,/ f ~ Q

~~I
Hermine and J .



Patricia Santilli
5 Sununit PI
Nanuet NY 10954.3713

NovemlJer 26, 2002

Mr.K
Office
Nation
U.S.D
1305 E
Silver S

fGleaVeS the Asst. Counsel for Ocean Services

Oceanic & Atmospheric Adm.

partment of Commerce

at-West Highway

~rings, MD 20910

Re: Mi'ennium Pipeline Project

Dear M4 Gleaves:

Each of

crossingresiden .

the sens
believe,
proposal
enviro

~e four proposed alternate routes to the above referred pipeline's Hudson River
would cover approximately 10 to 20 miles of Rockland, going through
~ areas and/or along the Palisades Interstate Parkway or the Thruway to either
~ve Piennont Marsh or Hook Mountain. The Piermont Marsh crossing, I
s inconsistent with the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. These alternate
~ would have permanent significant and adverse effects on the natural and human
lent in Rockland County ..

Please e~
have am]

itend the timeframe allotted to this project so Rockland County residents will
,le time to study the impact of these crossings on its residents and environment.

Sincerel

1G
"'

~J.:LL



Henrlt and Ilse Gun by

17TUliPTr
lGamervil

~e Drive

~. NY 10923

Telephone (845) 4298274
FAX as above

Novemler 22, 2001

Mr.K

Office

Nation

United

1305 E

Silver

'-Gleaves
the Asst. General Counsel for Ocean Services
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
tates Department of Commerce
t-West Highway
ring, MD 20910

R~: M41enniym Pip~line across the Hudson River

Dear s~

~ongtime residents ofRockland County and we wish to express our dissatisfaction

short period of time the public has to respond to recently proposed changes in

for routing the Millennium Pipeline

We ar
~withth

the pI

eral and state environmental agencies, after years of hearings, have approved a
at Haverstraw Bay~ we have just learned that your agency is considering
ye crossings" that will entail the gas pipeline running through more heavily
d and/or environmentally sensitive areas in our county. We need time to review
rnatives. Please take that into consideration when making your decision.

Both ti
crossm
"altem

popula
these a

Thank tu,

Very ~

~~
3.3-c 1

,y yours.

r~v>

/?~:S



..,.-;-- I
November 22, 200~

Office of the ASSiSt
~National Oceanic &

U.S. Department o

1305 East-West Hi
Silver Spring, MD 2

~ t General Counsel for Ocean Services,

tmospheric Admlnstration
ommerce

way
910

Re: Opposition to t~ proposed Millennium Pipeline project

To All Who Are Corlerned

I write to yo
heart at the illogical
along the Con Edis
State gas denied th
Act. I understand t
pipeline is in the nat

.Croton
village of Croton,

.Bryn Ma
water within 2 feet o

.Risk to I

.Risk to h
along a Con Edison
gas pipeline, Con E

.Adverse
the FDR Veterans
environmental impa
Power Planl3) Ex
Demolition debris w

In an article
there appears to b
Commerce:

as a 25 year Croton-on-Hudson resident and a lifelong nature lover and environmentalist, I am sick at
proposal of this Mi'liennium Pipeline slated to go through our Village wellfields, our arboretum, and
right of way, where electric towers and high power lines are located. The New York Department of

Millennium a permit by finding that the project is not consistent with the Coastal Zone Management
at the Millennium has the Department of Commerce to override this determination claiming that the
nal interest. Phooey! This natural gas pipeline has the potential to cause the following damage:
ellfields -a reasonable chance of damage to sensitive aquifers that provide drinking water to the

Siphon -a reasonable potential to turn off the water spigot of millions of NYS & NYC citizens running
one of the main water supply pipes that is considered fragile,
ian Pt. Nuclear Power Plant facility security by construction within one mile of the plant,
h power Con Edison transmission lines. Who in there right mind would consider running this pipeline
lectric right of way? With the threat of terrorist attacks as a way of life now in the United States, a
on, AND Indian Point, P-L-E-A-S-E !

crease on the environmental impact in a zone that is environmentally disadvantaged. The route from
ospital to the edge of Croton-on-Hudson travels through an area that has the following existing
s: 1) Partial pollution from a waste incinerator in Peekskill, N.Y., 2) Radiation from Indian Pt. Nuclear
sure to human lives to dioxin, applied by Con Ed on the right of way in 1995, 4) Construction and
te transfer station in the Village of Croton, and 5) Landfill leakage from Croton Point.
n the Millennium Pipeline in the November 24, 2002 Westchester Section of the New York Times,

number of preferable alternative routes that deserve further review by you in the Department of

To rout

Tappan
Have th
to the In
Lastly, t
ways to

the pipeline down existing rights of way, like the N.Y. Thruway to a Hudson River crossing at the
ee Bridge,
pipeline stop at the existing Bowline power plant in Haverstraw, N. Y. Take gas across from Bowline
ian Pt. Nuclear plant site through the existing Aigonquin pipeline right of way,

article stated that to avoind watershed impacts, Con Edison has stated, under oath, that there are
ke Millennium gas sought into New York City without any construction to Westchester County.

With these
~Department of Stat

environment now an

~ ernative routes to consider, I urge the Department of Commerce to abstain from overriding the
decision that states that the proposed Millennium Pipeline project jeopardizes people and the

in the future. Please do not allow the "fat cats" to get fatter at the risk of lives and Mother Earth.

G~l

Karen seve ~ 1

48 Mt. Airy

Croton, New

~ reenbaUm ad

ork 10520

Yours in Deel> Concern,



:

Novetnber 18, 2002

The

Secr

Unit

14th

Was

lonorable Donald Evans

tary
j States Department of Commerce
l Constitution Ave. NW
ington, DC 20230

Dear~ecretary Evans:

I arn
~by th

Corn

Nriting to ask that you take prompt action to support the appeal
~ Mitlennium pipeline that is awaiting action at the Department of
lerce.

In N

~costs

head

pipe'

~w York today I we bear the burden of some of the highest energy
in the nation. Each day there are more concerns that we are
!d toward shortages unless investments are made in new
,'es and power plants.

As a

Jpeop

willin

in th

~ew York citizen, it disturbs me that a small group of affluent
e who don't want the inconvenience of a utility near them are
~ to jeopardize the energy security of tens of thousands of others
state.

ThiS

]The that

conc

Iroject has been studied and debated for more than four years.
gency in charge of this process -the FERC -issued a decision
his project should be completed. All legitimate environmental
rns have been addressed.

For t~

Millerl

e benefit of all New York citizens, I urge your support for the
nium appeal.

~ Y1' rvO

l~j



The

Sec

Uni

141h

Wa

[onorable Donald Evans

tary
i States Department of Commerce
ld Constitution NW
ington, DC 20230

Dear ~ecretary Evans

Iami
homel

ffiting to express my concern about a situation which has the potential to affect my
and my community.

It ha
~docu State

appro

recently been brought to my atterition that the New York Department of State, in
lents relating to the Millennium pipeline appeal now pending before the United
Department of Commerce, has asserted there are "reasonable alternatives" to the
red pipeline crossing of the Hudson River.

wha
1realit "Ten

anen

:ver basis the NYDOS has used to determine what is reasonable is not founded in
as it rel~tes to environmental and community impact. In fact, the so called
essee Pipeline ROW to Sawmill Parkway" alternative is likely not viable even from
ineering perspective.

In its
an exi
Irvin

yearsside, ,

install

iling, the NYDOS states that the Millennium pipeline could be constructed along
Iting Tennessee Gas pipeline that enters Westchester County near the
:on/Dobbs Ferry municipal border. The existing pipeline, constructed more than 30
19O, now has residential and commercial structures in high density along either
'his includes new housing, schools and churches arranged in a manner that
ltion of an additional line is not physically possible.

lam

the c

ford

Re

befo

so angry that the NYDOS would propose such an option without consulting either
zens or public officials of our community. There is already an established process
ermining routing for pro.jects such as this pipeline, and the Federal Energy
~tory Commission spent more than four years studying a wide range of possibilities
certificating a route in Westchester.

Youh

polici
create
establi
dete

we been petitioned by Millennium to detennine this project's consistency with the
s of CZMA. It is inappropriate for the NYDOS to suggest that a solution is to
Llnacceptable impacts to my community when a viable route has already been
Ihed. I hope you will give this matter due consideration when you make your
ination regarding the Millennium project.

Sincer

Gerar

20Co

Legen
Irvin

914-5

~ly,
J Donnelly

lI1or Court

I Hollow

:>n, NY 10533

1-7897 ~eny.donnell~@verizon.net
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Robert A. Jordan
140 Scarborough Road

BriarcliffManor, NY 10510
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914-762-1438
bob j ordan@attglobal.n et

I~OVenl~r I, 2002

Secret

Roo

U.S

14d1

Wa

ry Donald L. Evans
;854

:partment ofCommerce
~onstitution A ve: NW
gton, DC 20230

Re: nt Millennium Pipeline in New York

Dear Sclcretary Evans,

Please 4

GasP~

Last M
~was inc

violate

Iam
~center 1

Pipeline

T eato

pipeline

Reservo

the man

would d

preserve and the watershed would be severely impacted by the proposed
Teatown's wetlands are currently providing vital protection to the Croton

r by filtering pollution through wetland plants and preventing flooding through
systems available in the natural environment. Construction of the pipeline

stroy these systems that naturally protect the public drinking water.



CltJZEN'S PROTEST TOI

DONALD EVANS

u.s. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

'I "0
L ;~'f

Dear Mr. Evans:

As a committed conservationist, I care deeply about the fate of dolphins and other ocean
wildlife.

Deadly polLution and destruction of critical habitat are growing threats to these precious
animals. If quick action is not taken, we risk losing the beanty and diversity of our
oceans forever.

I urge you to use the power of your office to strengthen this nation's ocean conservation
program by committing the resources necessary to effectively manage and enforce the
laws protecting dolphins, whales, sea turtles, and other ocean animals. The actions we
take at home are critical to our ability to advaQce ocean conservation around the world.

Sincerely,

L3~~~ s- 1]1 u~a ~1
t'rinted Name

I 9 C; 3 { rrt) v f ::tf,~L{'I r; -m I ~!j3~

Ci:;[St~~, ~7r 4~ ~

.

..,

'\

'0,
.


